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children. But a long time had to elapse before 1876-85,
anything practical came of it To surrender the
smallest portion of its independence was a thing
of which no colony would dream, and a commercial
union would imply the abandonment by Great
Britain of a tariff for revenue only, or, in other
words, of free trade.

It was not for more than thirty years after the Agri-
repeal of the Corn Laws that agricultural depression depression.
became a reality. Access to the markets of the
world for food involved not merely the removal of
legal restrictions, but the rapid transport provided
by steamships, and the instantaneous knowledge of
prices conveyed through oceanic telegraphy. Even
in 1869, when the last remnant of Protection dis-
appeared with the shilling duty on foreign corn,
two-thirds of the bread consumed by Englishmen
was made from British wheat The proportion
has since been reversed, and the process was
gradual India, Canada, the United States, Russia,
the Argentine Republic began., one after the other,
to supply the United Kingdom with food. Under
the stress of competition the worst land in England
went out of cultivation, and the rent of all land
fell. Agricultural labourers did not suffer. Their
wages were higher and their food cheaper than
before. Their numbers had been reduced by emi-
gration to the colonies and migration to the
towns, so that they were better able to bargain
with their employers. Tenant farmers suffered
severely. They had lived in the prosperous 'sixties
as if good times would last for ever, and when bad
times came many of them failed. Landlords in
Great Britain were compelled by natural causes to
reduce their rents in much the same proportion as
the Land Commissioners reduced them for Ireland.
They could not diminish their fixed charges, and
they became appreciably poorer. They retrenched.